Beth Yeshua

Hebrew Program

Course Descriptions

Aleph Bet 1 (Beginning Hebrew)

This course is recommended for beginners in learning the Aleph-Bet geared toward reading scripture scrolls.  It includes a  look at historical connections between all alphabets from Hebrew’s origin in Sinai.

Text:  The Hebrew Primer by Ruby Strauss, published by Behrman House.

Materials:  Aleph-Bet stencil.

Length of course:  20 weeks (1 semester)

Prerequisite:  None

Offered:  Usually once in the Fall and once in Spring

Next course recommendation:  Aleph Bet 2 (Basic Modern Conversation)

or Aleph Bet 3 (Torah Reading)

Aleph Bet 2 (Basic Modern Hebrew Conversation)

This course is a more condensed acquisition of Aleph Bet incluing conversation exercises.  Aleph Bet 1 students continuing on will gain reinforcement of reading skills in addition to basic communication.  New Hebrew students will experience a speeded up acquisition of the alphabet in addition to the reinforcement of reading skills.

Text:  Primer by Lois Rothblum, et.al., published by Behrman House.

Materials:  Aleph-Bet stencil

Length of course:  20 weeks (1 semester)

Prerequisite:  None

Offered:  Usually once in Fall and once in Spring

Next course recommendation:  Aleph Bet 3 (Liturgy) or Beginning Grammar (Prayer Book Hebrew Grammar)

Aleph Bet 3 (Liturgy)

This course will emphasize reading the Torah scroll, learning the blessings and the liturgy used in the services.  This will include being prepared to read a portion by the end of the course.

Texts:  Hebrew Primer by Ruby Strauss, published by Behrman House

Tikkun, published by KTAV, recommended but not required

Materials:  Various handouts

Length of course:  20 weeks (1 semester)

Prerequisite: Must have completed either Aleph Bet 1 (preferred) or Aleph Bet 2

Offered:  Usually once in Fall and once in Spring

Next course recommendation:  Beginning Grammar (Prayer Book Hebrew Grammar)

Beginning Grammar (Prayer Book Hebrew Grammar)

This course is an introduction to Hebrew Grammar.  It teaches simple, regular forms of Hebrew verbs, nouns, adjectives and prepositions by focusing on basic construction of the language.  The goal is to understand the Prayer Book and some scriptures.

Text:  Prayerbook Hebrew:  The Easy Way,  Editor Ethelyn Simon published by EKS Publishing Co.

Materials:  Various handouts

Length of course:  40 weeks (2 semesters)

Prerequisite:  Reading Hebrew

Offered:  Usually once a year

Next course recommendation:  Advanced Grammar (Biblical Grammar)

Advanced Grammar 1 (Biblical Grammar)

This course covers the language patterns, basic Biblical vocabulary, enabling language proficiency which prepares students to read Hebrew scriptures.

Text:  A practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew by J. Weingreen, published by Oxford University Press

Materials:  Various handouts

Length of course:  40 weeks (2 semesters)

Prerequisite:  Reading Hebrew

Offered:  Usually a new class begins once a year 

Next course recommendation:  Advanced Grammar 2 (Biblical Grammar) continued

Advanced Grammar 2 (Biblical Grammar)

This course continues the language patterns, basic Biblical vocabulary, enabling language proficiency which prepares students to read Hebrew scriptures.

Text:  A practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew by J. Weingreen, published by Oxford University Press

Materials:  Various handouts

Length of course:  40 weeks (2 semesters)

Prerequisite:  Advanced Grammar 1 or equivalent

Offered:  Usually a new class begins once a year 

Next course recommendation:  Proposed Summer courses of the Reading of the Scroll of Ruth or the Story of Joseph in Genesis

Note to prospective students:  The Instructor will make course offerings suited to Hebrew students who are continuing on.

